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Another bumper year ahead? Another bumper year ahead?  

Keeping our 

clients informed 

and inspired 

As 2016 begins I’m looking forward to another busy and exciting year in the travel business 
which I’m sure will also be a challenging one in light of ever changing travel advice. 

But I also want to reflect upon last year which, thanks to you, was my most successful year 
since 2005. It’s hard to know why really, other than a growing appreciation of the high level of 
service which we continue to provide along with the desire to find what suits our clients best 
as they choose their holiday. We arrange an ever increasing number of  bespoke holidays for 
our clients, such as mentioned in the article below, to all kinds of places doing all kinds of 
things. Weddings and honeymoons have been popular as 
well as cruises, coach tours and short breaks. 

To add to my pleasure I was proud to receive a long-
service award from ABTA in December for services to 
travel. This is an award shared with you -my clients- for 
without your support none of this could have been 
achieved. Thanks and best wishes for 2016. I look for-
ward to seeing you to arrange your future holiday plans. 

Once only places seen on T.V. Australia and 
New Zealand have become increasingly pop-
ular destinations for holidaymakers and it’s 

easy to see why. 
They remain two 
of the most un-
touched coun-
tries on the plan-
et, with over-
whelming beauty 
in their magnifi-

cent natural sights such as Ayers Rock, the 
Great Barrier Reef in Australia and The 
Southern Alps and  breath-taking glaciers in 
New Zealand sitting alongside  the great cit-
ies and resorts offering their own brand of 
excitement. 

For the majority, a holiday to these countries 
remains a once-in-a-lifetime event and so 
people want to ensure that it  ticks every box. 
Our expertise in “tailoring” your requirements 
comes to the fore. We can put together holi-
days of varying durations with the options of 
stopovers in Singapore or Dubai for example. 
You might prefer an escorted coach or rail 
tour or explore with a hired motorhome, 

campervan or car for part of your stay which 
may be after a visit to relatives living in Aus-
tralia or New Zealand  

Travel2 offers a 16 day Grand Australian 
Discovery Tour taking in Sydney, Brisbane, 
the Great Barrier Reef, Alice Springs, Ayers 
Rock plus much more from *£3759 per per-
son including accommodation, internal flights, 
tours and some meals.  

Perhaps a cruise would fit the bill with one of 
several cruise lines such as Celebrity Cruises 
14 night Sydney to New Zealand  itinerary 
starting from 
*£1380 per per-
son. *flights from the 
U.K. to be added. 

The choice is 
endless and the 
choice is yours. 
We can put 
(almost) anything 
together for you 
to provide you with the experience of your 
dreams.     
So why  do it yourself? Give us a call. 
 

Australia and New Zealand - 
tailor made holidays 

cent natural sights such as Ayers Rock, the 
Great Barrier Reef in Australia and The 
Southern Alps and  breath-
New Zealand sitting alongside  the great cit-
ies and resorts offering their own brand of 
excitement.

to provide you with the experience of your 

So why  do it yourself? Give us a call.

Remember ! Check our 
website and Facebook 

page for details of special 
offers and discounts!                        
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There is no doubt that Leeds/Bradford 
Airport offers a great start to a holiday 
with its ever growing range of stores, 
bars and outlets and a pre-journey shop-
ping or drinking spree is on many travel-
lers’ lists. 
Many though prefer a quieter, more re-
laxed prequel to their journey and the 
Yorkshire Premier Lounge is perfect for 
this. 
My wife and I use the lounge whenever 
we travel from the airport and at whatever 
time of day, finding it great value. Priced 
at £20 per head you are guaranteed a seat 
with complimentary newspapers and 
magazines to read and a range of snacks.  
Bacon sandwiches have been a recent 
addition to the changing “menu” along 
with such as Danish pastries, croissants, 
cereals, cheese and crackers, crisps, 
nuts, biscuits, cakes, fruit, scones with 
butter and jam, toast, currant teacakes  
and often a sandwich selection. All of 
these are regularly stocked up and you 
can eat as much as you wish during your 
time as you serve yourself. 
There is also a wide variety of drinks 
ranging from bottled water and fruit juic-
es, coffees and teas through to alcoholic 
beverages including beers, wines and 

spirits and once again, all on a help your-
self basis. Despite this, it is fair to say 
that the clientele we have come across, 
all exercised moderation and the atmos-
phere has remained calm and tranquil. 
And there is no need to worry about miss-
ing your flight. Though the responsibility 
for ensuring you make it to the gate is 
yours, upon entering the lounge the staff 
take a note of your flight and make an 
announcement when boarding is due. 
Similarly, for guests who have wheelchair 
assistance, you will be escorted to the 
departure gate from the lounge. 
Other lounges are available at most air-
ports and we can book these for you be-
fore travelling. 

Start your     
holiday in style! 

As Britain's long-standing favourite      
“Lakes & Mountains" destination,  
Austria continues to charm with its 
combination of fairy-tale features and 
local traditions. Pretty alpine villages, 
meadows, and old fashioned folklore 
take you back to quieter, unhurried 
times. 
Inghams offer direct flights from 
Leeds/Bradford to Innsbruck and 
short transfers onwards to a variety of 
traditional resorts.  Alpbach has been 

voted Austria's "most beautiful vil-
lage"- the village is a haven of peace 
and quiet surrounded by picturesque 
walking country and has lost none of 
its "olde worlde" charm with over-
hanging eaves and balconies with 
wonderful flowers. The Alpbach Re-
sort Card-free to all guests- gives free 
use of all the gondolas and local bus-
es in the valley, plus free entrance to 
many local attractions. The 4* 
Alphof's Land Hotel offers free daily 

packed lunches, free afternoon cake/
snack buffet and free weekly guided 
walk. Price £742 per person HB for 7 
nights. Experience more with 
Inghams with pre-bookable excur-
sions, walks & hikes, festivals & 
events, cycling & e-bikes, family fun 
with our family choice hotels and free 
child places. 
In addition to Austria, Inghams also 
fly into Verona and Pisa. Italy offers 
all that you expect from a holiday: 
from the sparkling lakes of Garda, 
Iseo and Ledro in the north; to the 
spa towns and scenery of Tuscany; to 
the beautiful cities of art and music. 
Wherever you choose to stay you are 
sure to encounter that special combi-
nation of good food and wine, sun 
filled days and hospitable people. 

 

To discuss your trip to Austria or 
Italy contact Stephen Howard Travel 
for more details and inspiration. 

As a member of  The Associa-
tion Of British Travel Agents 
for over 26 years, I would rec-
ommend you to visit the website 
www.abta.com for the very 
latest information about world 
events which may have an effect 
on your travel plans.  

Click on the “Tips and Latest” 
tab to find the details along with 
other useful information illustrat-
ing the values of booking with 
your local travel agent, giving 
you confidence  in dealing with 
an expert and the financial pro-
tection of your hard earned, well-
deserved holiday. 

 

TRAVEL UPDATES 

LOOKING FOR A FAMILY BREAK WITH A DIFFERENCE ?...  Gold Crest Holidays are offering  a 2 day 
(1 night) break  combining the Natural History Museum and Legoland. Departing March to October 
2016 with prices for children starting from £109. The offer includes: return coach travel from a great 
range of joining points; transfers into London and entry into the Natural History Museum, transfers 
to LEGOLAND Windsor resort and 1 night’s accommodation with breakfast and dinner. 

Why not take advantage of our spe-
cial promotion in conjunction with 
Leeds/ Bradford Airport? If you book 
a holiday in January and February 
with  Stephen Howard Travel depart-
ing from LBA and costing over £600 
per person, you will receive a com-
plimentary Fast Track pass and en-
trance to the Yorkshire Premier 
Lounge. It’s too good to miss! 

With so many incredible destinations to choose from where will 

your Inghams adventure take you? 
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Silversea have announced 
that their brand new flag-
ship- Silver Muse -will set sail 
in Spring  2017.  

The new ultra-luxury ship, will 
make its  13 day maiden 
voyage from Monte Carlo 
to Nice  departing  20th 
April 2017 and will arrive in 
Nice on 3rd May 2017, stop-
ping at many beautiful 
ports, including Barcelona, 
Valletta, Amalfi and Sorren-
to. Before the maiden voy-
age, there will also be a 
unique Easter voyage de-
parting Monte Carlo on 10th 
April for an 8-day debut 
sailing, taking in destinations 
including Porto Mahon, Li-
vorno and Portofino, arriving 
in Monte Carlo on 18th April.  

20 voyages are available 
including a transoceanic 
Southampton to Montreal 
sailing in September 2017 
and the popular Chilean 
Fjords voyage in October 
2017. For further details of 
this or  a cruise on any of 
the other ships in the Silver-
sea fleet which offer a di-
verse range of itineraries, 
then just contact us. 

OR you might want to con-
sider another luxury brand 
cruise. We have first hand 
knowledge of many cruise 
lines and as these are ex-
pensive though exceptional 
cruising experiences, why 
not take advantage of our 
experience and book 
through us. 

WHERE DO MY CUSTOMERS  GO ON HOLIDAY? 

Having cruised on large ships with hundreds of passengers, Tony and Judy Caunt wanted to 
try a smaller more intimate  cruise experience so chose  a holiday  with luxury brand Silversea 
on their ship Silver Wind, a 17, 400 tonne ship with 296 guests.  

Silversea prefers “guests” to passengers and cabins are classed as a “suites”  each one with 
their own butler. The trip was pricy and flights to and from the ports of departure were extra as 
were all land tours and we had a Turkish visa to pay for on top. We chose to have two nights in 
Istanbul before setting sail and also two nights in Venice at the end of the cruise which was a 
two week cruise. I can recommend Istanbul, a vibrant city with much to see with the hordes of 
tourists, but we didn’t experience any problems and our hotel was located in the old part very 
near the Blue Mosque, the Grand Bazaar and Palace. You must visit the Grand Bazaar- an 
unbelievable collection of hundreds of shops in a dozen aisles selling everything from carpets 
to leather goods, fabrics, jewellery, spices, brassware to skimpy bras to equip you with the 
necessary gear to do a belly dance! 

We set sail at 5 o’clock into the Sea of Mamara and arrived the 
following morning into Dikili for the Pergamum Acropolis sailing 
down the Turkish coast to Kusadasi where one had to visit Ephe-
sus and experience the ancient city which includes the Celsus 
Library. Then onto Rhodes which is Greek and then the island of 
Santorini to visit the old town of Oia with its blue domed churches 
high on the cliff top and onto Patmos with the monastery of the 
Apocolypse. From there it was short sail to Mykonos before mak-
ing our way to Piraeus for Athens 
where one just has to take a 
coach tour up to the Acropolis 
with the well known Parthenon 

towering above the sprawling city of Athens so much in the news 
today. We chose to have a second cruise (each is one week ) 
and so our ship navigated through the amazing Corinth Canal, 
6.4 kilometres ( 4 miles ) long and only 21.4 m ( 70’ ) wide. Silver 
Wind just fitted in with a few feet on each side of her towed by a 
tug. She crept very slowly through, only bumping the side walls 
once. The captain said after that his ship was the only cruise liner 
to navigate the canal and she went through only once a year, so 
we chose very wisely. 

One would think that after the Corinth everything else would be an anti climax but no the next 
port of call was Itea and a tour into the Parnassos Mountains to the best preserved ancient site of 
Delphi which was created in the 8th century BC. The scenery was quite spectacular up in the high 
mountains where they get snow in the winter and we had quite a climb to see this ancient site. 
Then it was onto Corfu where we chose to do our own thing visiting the castle and having a light 
meal by the water’s edge before making our way back to Silver Wind. She sailed next to Kotor, 
Europe’s’ most Southerly Fiord and listed as a UNESCO world heritage site where we decide to 
climb the hundreds of stone steps to the hilltop fortress. It was very hot and we only made it to 
the church but even this was very high and commanded an excellent view of the old town and our 
ship tied up in the port. Dubrovnik was the next port of call and once again we decide on doing 
our own thing as we had visited this popular destination before. We had one further port of call 
into Hvar before terminating our cruise in Venice where we disembarked Silver Wind and had two 
nights in this amazing city on stilts. 

The overall impression of Silver Wind was that she was tired even though she had been refur-
bished in 2013. We booked this 5 star cruise with somewhat of an expectation that it was going to 
be exceptional. The overall tour was indeed exceptional with amazing places on the itinerary, the 
food on board was excellent, the staff and crew went out of their way to please and there were 
six excellent entertainers and a cruise director of amazing personality and talents. All drinks were 
included with our butler providing two x 2 litres of whisky, dry ginger, beer and bottles of wine in 
our suite which had a balcony used many times to just chill out and watch the sea go by.  

DID YOU KNOW ?…   From 10th June 2016 you will be able to fly direct from 
Manchester to Beijing with |Hanan Airlines  making Manchester the only airport 
outside of  London to offer a direct scheduled service. The wonderful sights and 
culture of China will be even more popular. Why not call in and ask for details? 

Fancy trying a similar 
cruise on a brand new 

ship? 

Tony and Judy received a £50 voucher for this informative report. Why not send us a report 
about your recent holiday booked with Stephen Howard Travel?  If published, you will     
receive a £50 travel voucher. 

We set sail at 5 o’clock into the Sea of Mamara and arrived the 
following morning into Dikili for the Pergamum Acropolis sailing 
down the Turkish coast to Kusadasi where one had to visit Ephe-
sus and experience the ancient city which includes the Celsus 
Library. Then onto Rhodes which is Greek and then the island of 
Santorini to visit the old town of Oia with its blue domed churches 
high on the cliff top and onto Patmos with the monastery of the 
Apocolypse. From there it was short sail to Mykonos before mak-
ing our way to Piraeus for Athens 
where one just has to take a 
coach tour up to the Acropolis 
with the well known Parthenon 

towering above the sprawling city of Athens so much in the news 
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At the end of 2015 there was, understanda-
bly, an air of nervousness about travelling 
abroad or even within our own country. 
Tragic events  make us all pause and re-
flect, consider the risks and seek advice regarding our safe-
ty. There can never be total assurances about anything we 
do; we all know that the majority of accidents actually hap-
pen in our own homes. It is up to each of us to decide how 
we want to spend our time and I know that for many, the joy 
of travel is an essential part of our lives. Those of us who are 
still of working age look forward to our well earned rest and 
those of us retired waited many years for the freedom to 
spend our time how we want to. I would never travel myself 
against Foreign Office advice, but surrender my holidays 
abroad and the pleasure they give- NOT LIKELY!  

 
Happy New Year to all of our clients. 

We will once again be staging a series of  promotional events 
in January and February 2016. These “in-store” promotions 
will give you the opportunity to visit our office between 11.00 
a.m. and 3.00 p.m. and discuss your holiday plans with the 
tour operator. 

We will also offering  a free “goody bag” to the first 25     
customers attending the events and -IN ADDITION- 
all customers attending the promotional days will 
receive free entry  into a draw for £100 Stephen 
Howard Travel holiday voucher!   

You must be in it to win it! 

Friday 15th    
January 

 

 

Lloyd Cross 

A huge selection of  
beach and city holi-
days from Leeds/
Bradford 

Friday 22nd 
January 

 

 

Liz Kildare 

Special  Inclusive 
Holidays for the 
over 50s 

Friday 5th     
February 

 

 

Michael Bowers 

British and Europe-
an Coach Holidays 

Friday 12th   
February 

 

 

Suzanne Sharples 

Tailor –made cruise 
specialist 

We are also pleased to an-
nounce that  for the 4th suc-
cessive year  running working 
in partnership with Leeds/
Bradford Airport, we will be 
offering a  

COMPLIMENTARY FAST 
TRACK PASS AND ENTRY TO 
THE YORKSHIRE PREMIER 

LOUNGE  

on holidays departing Leeds/ 
Bradford Airport booked 
through my agency in January 
and February with a minimum 
holiday value of £600 per per-
son. 

Our In-Store Promotion Events 

We are looking  
forward to seeing 

you! 

Shearings Holidays have a 
host of  interesting destinations 
throughout the U.K. and Eu-
rope from West Yorkshire.  
2016 is the year of the English 

Garden and 
there are 2 
new tours: 
‘Beautiful Gar-
dens of Eng-
land’ and 

‘Gardens of Capability Brown’. 
Shearings have also char-
tered a new river ship, The 
Serenade 2 ,which will explore 
the Danube 
Tours to events and festivals 
will include the world famous 
Military Tattoo, Andre Rieu in 
Vienna, Salzburg and Cologne 
and classic events such as the 

Oktoberfest in Munich. 
There are more Grand Tourer 
Holidays with door to door ser-
vice such as the ‘Highland Sa-
fari’ and a 
new Italian 
Gourmet 
tour which 
includes 
cookery lessons in Bologna 
and Venice. 
For single travellers there are 
holidays within the ‘Tour Time’ 
range which have a welcome 
drink, a host and no single sup-
plements. 
 
This is just a small sample of 
the many tours we can ar-
range with Shearings or oth-
er operators. Just ask us! 

Where will you go in 
2016?   

Final Thoughts 

Garden and 
there are 2 
new tours: 
‘
dens of Eng-
land’ 

new Italian 

tour which 

cookery lessons in Bologna 

 


